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									January 12, 2012





Secretary Herschel T. Vinyard Jr.


Department of Environmental Protection


3900 Commonwealth Boulevard


M.S. 49


Tallahassee, Florida 32399





Dear Secretary Vinyard:





At its regularly scheduled monthly meeting of January 4, and after discussion and reflection, the Board of The Friends of Wakulla Springs State Park, Inc. resolved unanimously (14-0) that we stand strongly in opposition to recreational and commercial diving at Wakulla Spring or in the River. We have identified the attached "10 Reasons Why Recreational Diving Is A Really Bad Idea."





The Board fully recognizes that certain persons could gain substantial profits as well as personal enjoyment from access to currently highly restricted, very sensitive and historically protected portions of these lands and waters. Granting of such access would only provide temporary thrills. Recreational divers already have access to three dive sites within Wakulla Springs State Park -- Emerald, Clear-Cut and Cherokee Sinks. The main spring basin and cave, containing archeological treasures and expensive scientific research equipment, should remain a protected sanctuary. 





It has been the primary purpose of our long-standing mission statement and commitment to DEP to protect the natural resources of this park from intrusive damage.





This Board and its hundreds of associational members and sponsors have invested tens of thousands of hours of labor and talent, and over a million dollars invested in park improvements. We wish to continue these efforts without having to repeatedly expend energy and resources defending the Park against clearly non-conforming and degrading intrusions.





So we implore you, Secretary Vinyard and your staff, to respect the Friends of Wakulla Springs, who have supported DEP all these years. Please reject this proposed intrusive and high risk attempt to open up this great but sensitive biological, geological and archaeological site to the considerable risks of degradation.		


 


Regards,





Ron Piasecki					Lou Kellenberger	


 President						 Chair, Advocacy Committee








